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LETT ER. 


TO A 


MEMBER 
PARLIAMENT, 


By the Poverty of the NATION, from the 
Ser. ons Trade, and wrong Management thereof, 


wiITH 


Some OVERTURES, for cncreaſing and pro- 
moting the One, and Redityiog the orber. 
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would willingly have complyed -with yeurjuft defire, in taking 
, painsro (eels Gli a Man, that would b:'ſo- kind: ro-his Co 

as to give it a View of its preſent Circumſtances with Rela 
on. to [rade, and how matters. ſtand wirh-us, - 'and-the ſeve- 
rat places we trade with; But tho* a} acknowledge this, 
as very fic robe done,, that view might. ſee |/where, | and- to whar 
places, we can trade with ſatery and Advantage of the Nation in'ge- 
neral; Becauſe (as you well obſerved), our: Ferreign-TFrade, as: 
now manag'd, will, beyond all peradvenrure, earirely overthrow the 
Nation ; - Which x is already become very low, x !!A 

Yet no Man can. be. found to. .undertake- this buſineſs : ; And-the 

truth is, there are. bur a very few;thar ſearch/into the ay ary Trade, 
or areat pains to read the Hiſtory -of it;3, And' as for the Patliament, 
it's meddling with this matter in general, is equally difficult to -rhem, 
as tothe National Aſſemblies of all ocher places in the World: For (as 
fome, that write upon Trade in-our neighbour Nation, well. obferve) 
Parliaments,through the 'Thropg: of other Afﬀairs, haverno leaſuce td 1n- 
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form themſelves, and conſider fully the Intereſt -of the Nation+with re- 


lation. to.it's Trae, and therefore help the Matter very litle, ſave by 
referring it to a Council of Trade; And it the Parliament of England, 
who keep togerher, a.much longer time than ourCircumſtances will allow, 
canmor overtakethis afjair,; how far ſhoyr muſt our Parliament come, in 
a Matter of this, unpartz, Specially now, whew: there is fuch a viſible 
prejudice to the Namon,, by Trade «nd Diſorders in it. "4 
The Parliament meets, bur ſor a little time, and about many other De- 
ſigns than thatof Trage.: .Ir's true, when they domeer, they appoint a 
Commitzee for Trade ;:. Butalas ! . What comes allthis to? And therefore, 
It were to be wiſbed, "That the Parliament would, of themſelves, make 
choice of the belt qualified and leaſt intereſtcd,in all their Afſembly, ro con- 
fider the Good and Profite of the Natiow in general ; And that this Committee 
of Trade ſhould lay out themſelyes tobe informed of a few perſons, where 
on can be pick'r , qut,, through. all-the Nation, of the. beſt Integrity 
and Underſtanding ;.., Whether Members -of Parhamenr-/ or others, to 
be a ſtanding Council of Trade; - Giving them power to reftrit, lis 
mite and eglarge Impurt, or Export as it may feem molt beneficial or 
| leſs 
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leſs prejudicial tothe Tntereſt ofthe Nation: And, for this end, to con: 
fider the Bailance of our Trade, with all the Nations we trade with, 
and more eſpecially to conſider our ManufaRories, and what Encour- 
agements ſhould be given to thoſe already ereted; And where Ma- 
nufaQtories are wanting, tg give, Direftions and Encouragements for E- 
Tefling of them Thar: the Inhabitants of che Nation, and their wealth, 
maybe thereby encreaſed and' the poor pur to Work, ſo as they may 
be maintained and kept from Beggary and Vice. | 

Toeanter upon a' Diſcourſe, of Trade in General, or of the Trade of this 
Nation 19 particular, and of the Netions we trade with, and by what 
:Nartions we "Gain, and by whom' we Lofs in Trade, asT have faid, Is 
-a; matter, - far - above my reach or Capacity ; Altho? the ſame b*- z 
:Matter. worthy of the Notice and Conſideration, of thoſe that can dif- 
<over/ the ſame, to the Nation, for it's direftion in Trade. 

All intended'by this, ( rho? I be very unfit for the Undertaking, ) 
3s either to ſhew-or to! Provock others more Capable, ro demonſtrate 
tothe Nation its uncvirable 'Ruine by its Frade ' with Frexce, and in 
Fremch 'Produft and' ManufaRture'; And Secondly to ſhew the Reaſon 
of the 'Grourth and Increaſe of our Poverty-, And poor People; by our 
uſeing ofany forreign Manufafture: And, in diſcourſing of both, to e{- 
fay to obviat the Obje&ions, that may be brought againſt either. 

.:. As toithe firft>Patticular viz: Our / Import of French Produtt and Ms- 
axfafFure';” Ttis Xaſy 'toclear,' how much boththe Honour and Intereſt 
this Nation is concerned, abſolutely to forbid the {ame : Seing it is 

evident, by their own Laws, That they refuſe us the Liberty of 
Importing torhat Nation our ManufaQture of Herrings : Accuſtomed to 
be tranſported; thither, tho”, * when' allowed;, was far ſhort of their 
Wines and 'other Commodities we ' brought from thence; Beſide the 
taking from us many other Priviledges our Nation” had in Frarce, which 
we ſhould at leaſt declare we are not content with, and reſent; In 
ſuch a juſt manner as we can: Seing that for a long time by-paſt, We 
have been meer -Drudges to''that Nation in Trade, and they have al- 
ways had a vatt Annual Sum, 'perhaps Fifty T. houſand Pounds Sterling 
_ of nate Species 'out of this poor Country, for that which afforded us no 
Advantage, but'was and is'the Food and Fomenr ' of Luxury, Vice 
and 'Debauchery: Beſide that they have always been in uſe to carry 
away from us. our richeſt Jewels viz. Our native Piodutt , of Wool, 
Skms '&, (Which they have (caufed "their oun people manufatture 
and return to us, 'with an! [rem five times above the value, we' re- 
ceived for themat export, al;ho*. if we had been wiſe, we might _ 
| rather 
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Qtories, and greatly thereby enrich themſelves: We,' on the contrair,ex- 


Os?) HR 
rather:kept them within our” ſelves, and put our Produdt in the hands 
of our Inhabitants to be manufaRtured; ' And, it's like, inſtead of 'our 
Produ, they and other Nations, 'might have been prevailed with, to 
have taken the ManufaQture of onr Produ@ thus exported ; And there- 
by we ſhould have prevented the great Poverty and Miſery we have 
brought our ſelves under; Beſide that onr Burrows and Citys, now 
waſted and ruinous, through - warit of Inhabitants ' and whole com- 
mon Stock is exhauſted; Might have been in a moſt flouriſhing 
and. Opulent Condition ; by having theſe Manufa&ories and Stores of 
Merchandice, within themfelves, which is the only means of ſupport- 
ing. Touns and: Citys, that are in any flouriſhing condition. And 
further, the Proprietars of the Nation might have been greatly enriched 
by the Product of their Eſtates; in fo far as the Grourh of rheir Eſtates, 
if manufactured within - the Nation, would have given a greater 
Price, than now it does by Export; As alſo many poor and pinched 
m_—_ that live, upon their Ground, would have been ſupported and 
tn cale to have payed up their Fermes, by the wages that they might 
have got in Manufacture. - | 

| And 151t not evident, and can it not be demonſtrate, even from the 
Records of our C/tows (ſuch as they are) what a vaſt Sum of Money is 


. yearly ſent out hence to Francefor Wines; albeit we might very well con- 


rent our ſelves with,and improve the making of Liquors,ofour own grain? 
Which would nota littleadd torheir value. Befide that it may, as well, 
if not better, agree with our conſtitutions; And, as faras Wine is need- 
ful, we may have it, from other places, to far greater advantage; And 
moreover, might not we make a farder Improvement, by planting of 
Aples, and other Fruites, which our ſoil would bear; and of theſe make 
Liquors,. to ſatisfy nice Palats. And this is fo undenyably evident, that 
it wereloſt time, to ſayany more, upon ſuch a plain ſubje&; For, ſeing 
irs the intereſt of aH, to comply with it, its hoped the Parliament will con- 
ſider it, and make proper Laws, and lodge the execution of them fo, as 
the ſame may beeffeCtual. | 
The: next thing propoſed, . to beſpoketo, is, the reaſon of the grouth 
and Encreaſe, of our poverty and numberof our Poor. And, as to this, 
there is none.can refuleit (tbe-ſame being ſo ſenſibly felt) and thereaſon 
thereof,is the grouth of our Lux#ry and Froaigality; Tn ſofaras,in place of 
the pradtice of other Nations, who virtuouſly encouragethe import of the 
produdtt of Forreign places, to be ManutaCtured by their own people ; 
whereby they procure a great reſortof all orhers that want theſe Manufa- 


port 


-- 66) | 
par all or moſt of curproduQ, and ſuffer our Johabiancs aopapedroy ir 
1 


ery and Starve ; And-onthe.other hand, we do profuſely import ah 
things,for Apperel and Ornament. to our Bodies and Houſes; Although we 
might very well and very decently and conveniently be accomodate with 
the Manufature of our own Native Produ@;. with very little or no hejp 
from other places : And thus our Imporzsdo fo vaſtly exceed our Expores ; 
that unleſs, in time, we takeheed tour, we muſt utterly and inevaably 
waſte and decay, 5072 
| For many Ages paſt, it has been the attempt: of our Kings2nd Parlia« 
ments,. to. have Virtue and: Induſtry promoted; that Vice, and Poverty, 
and other evils, that follow Idleneſs, might be eſchewed : And, for this 
End, thereare many excellent Law's made for imploying-the Inhabitants 
and putting them- to work. viz. the 113 4. Parl. 7. Js. 6.-250 4. 
15. Parl. Ja. the 6th, 40. Att. 1. Sefſirn Parl. 1. Cha, 24.the 12. 48. of 
the 34; Parl. of Ch. the 2. 1681. and feveral other Laws” too tedious to 
Mention, 60107] 
Theſe Laws took effet, and the Nation; did Manufafture its own 
Predutt, and carried it to Forreign Mercats; nayfometimes Forreigners 
came tothe Nation, and carryed u from us;” whereby the Bullion of the 
Nation was much augmented, and, I am told, by thoſe thar lived in 
theſe times, that Money was more plentiful at thattime, then fince: But 
theſe good Laws, and, virtuous courſes, - that-followed upon them, bave 
been unhappily broke off; by the i]| example of the Gentry; who, going 
offthe Kingdom, upon pretence of breeding and improvement, returne 
to us, full of a Spirit of Luxury and Prodigality, and inftilPd gradually,in 
the Nation, all manner of Yazity in Apparrel and Houfehold Furniture ;and 
fo, thereby, we cometo loath all our own Produt?, and the Induftry and 
Virtue of our own People; ro that degree, that, even theſe of che, ſmalleſt 
Eſtates ſcrambled upto have themſelves, Famulies and Dwellings ftuff*d 
with Forreiga Attyre and Furniture: And thus, by degrees, Idle Perſons 
grew more and more numerous; And, for many years paſt, through our 
miſmanagement, our people in great multitudes, have been forced to ſell 
themſelves as bound Servants, and aQtually continue 1n Bondage, toother 
Nations in their Plantations, who mighr have beea fiving amongſt us their 
Brethren ; and we might have been greatly encreaſed, 1n number, and 
fubſtance, by them. | | 
Befide, That our People walted a. great deal of Time and Choypes, in 
travelling to, and through Forreign Places, to buy theſe Manufattures, 
and carried, and ſtill contiaue to carry away from-us, vaſt Sums of Mo- 
ney, for the purchaſe of them ; wherein if we continue, I lcave it to any 
thinking nian, roconſider, it we can eſcape utter Ruine. - | The 
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... 1 Thedefign, of this Paper, is, principally to ſhew the nt. diſtreſs 
the Nation is under ; and plainly and evidently ro 4d how-the 
many poor, that now abound may be ſubſiſted, by their own labour ; and 


the Nation thereby caſed of an ho adPon burden, 'not to bereckoned 


leſs than One Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Pound Sterling per anwum,in Mains 
taining ſuch a' multirude of Idle People, who may maintain themſelves, 
and bring great Riches to-the Nation. | | 

TT hath lately iſſued forth ſeveral Proclamations for 
keeping and maiataining the Poor, within their Reſpective Paroches ;and 
there have been great wreſtlings, toaccompliſh this ; and the Nation has 
been ſteated. in great Sums for this end; butall have proved ineffectual; For 
the Truth is : 'T he Poor are ſo numerous, and the Nation is ſo waſted, 
by the Jadgements of God upon us, through Famine theſe years paſt ; that 
- fa h we. have ftreatched- our ſelves very much, yerthe Poor drop 
away-t h want, nor can we reaſonably expect, for ſome time, toger 
aboveour Miſeries. | 

Andthereforeit were wiſdom, in us, to humble our ſelves, and ſet a- 
bouttheſe things we are called to ; thatis, to Forbid and Diſcharge the 
wing of any' Forreigs Manufaiture upon our Bodies, or in our Houſes; 
and rather, than this | Law wereeluded and made incfteQual,it were 
better, that we tranſported, in a little time, hence, all Forreign Ma« 
nufacture: That-none of it may appear on our Bodies, or in our Houſes, 
ou an we may entirely {erve our ſelves, with the work of our own 

(2) 

For, tho' the Nation were able to maintain the Poor, and, for that end, 
to keep'and gather them together, as the Proclamations enjoin ; yet would 
K-not be a great abuſe of theſe poor Creatures to keep them idle; which 
would make them more odious then Beaſts: Beſide, it they were with- 
out work, would it not expoſe them, to all Vice and Debauchery : But, 
for a demonſtration, that the Poor may be maintained ;- upon the ſuppo- 
lition of the diſchargeing Forreign Manufattures ; Iſuppole, that the num- 
ber of rhe Workmen am| Poor {hall be above a third ot the Nation,which 
ſezms to be a computation z per they may be maintained molt plen- 
tifully, and the Healthy, and ſuch asare not infirm and maimed may be 
able, ro maintain the Iavalides; who are rarely $0 that degree unable, 
as that they can do no work. And the Aﬀertion is thus proved. wiz. As 
there is ſuppoſed to be a-third, of the Nation, Workmen and poor, and 
two. party. able to buy their 9wn; Cloarhs.. and necellaries.; yer u ſeems 
probable, and,” upon experiment, may be found evideat, that it will be 
wotk and ſubliteace enough, tor one perſon, io maintain two in all 


things 
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things neceſſary, for their Body and other accommodations; 'So that, h 
this inſtance, the caſe is fully cleared and demonſtrate ; "tho? we ſhoi 
expoit none of "our own ManufaQures, 07 "FORrn 

But wharfolly is it, for the Nation, to indulge Predigehty and Tdle- 
neſs, even in the more ſubſtantial part of the Nation; Seing'it wert 
very commendable, by' withdrawing from them ipal forreigh 

Commodities ( which to oat hey wafte much of their time; and 
rack their Inventions, and feldom fail to waſte their 'Subltirite.) to 
foree them, to ſet their Inventions a work, who ſhould outdo one a+ 
nother cin virtue, and Induſtry according to Solomens Obſervations 
through the whole laſt Chapter of his Proverbs ; particularly the la 
words, Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own Works praiſe 
her inthe gates: And this we ſhould the more regaird, for the'fake of 
a young Generation, who may be compared toa Spring or Seed:-time; 
Seing that, - according to their firſt Inftirution - and Education, which 
they imbibe in their Youth, ſo it fares with them, through the whole 
FraQ of their Life: Lazinels in their .Youth makes them | regardleſs, 
nay averſe, to virtue;and Induſtry,and Labour ; | and Induſtry, in youth, 
Improves, by degrees,and will not eaſily be Eradieate ; So that, if we put; 
and torce them to work and virtu2 we mult neceſſarly have of them 'a 
Harveſt of Wealth, Sobriery and T<mperance, and the benefite will ac+ 
creſce to following Generations, who will follow their ' Example.”''” © 

: The general ObieRions, againſt our -reſtrifting our ſelves, to the uſe 
of our own Product and Manufacture, ieems to reſolve _in theſe par> 
ticulars. Firſt, Irs objected, that our own Product'is courſe and our 
Workmen not the beſt Artificers; And fo cannot be made either fo 
good, or ſo Cheap, as the ſame can- be afforded, from abroad.” As'to 
which,  Fir#, granting the truth- of the ObjeRion, vet it's "the" Iarereſf 
of the Nation to reſtr:& them to it; Albeit neither ſo” Fine, Good, 
or Cheap; ſeing it is to be regarded, not ſo much for the Prodet# and 
Matter, as for the Labour and- Induſtry of the people Imployed : and” ro 
prefer Forreign things to o#r own, and thereby wrong the Nation; ſeerns to 
be poinred ar, in the 2. 7 and 10 Verſes of the 24 of Fob: But Setondly 
our own Produtt, and the Labour of our - own Re 5, in many things, 
4 good, and in ſome things better than that of Forreign Nations - And, 
by Encouragement, would doubtleſs be improves : As, for 'Injtance, it 


is not long fince our ' Nation [ 4, a \ great deal of Manifacture, 
made by Himmermen, ſuch * as s;- Smiths, Cutlers, Gan-Smith; 


Go!d-Smiths ; And yet now thefe Trades have happily 'defeat and our< 
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done all forreign- Manufaitares, of - thefts kinds; - And,” no A” | 
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1 Th ades, in the Nation; upon. juſt Encouragement, will come up their 
oil And if Encouragement be. offered, upon their quail) for= 
reign ManufaQure, and allowing them rime to do it, they will turely 
accompliſh the ſame. For why ſhould we be /o «juſt 10 our ſelves, 
as tocondemn our People, as dull and Iacapable, when, in other Nations, 
in all the Employ ments they have {et themſelves to, they have in no- 
thing © come ſhort 

And, here, I muſt go a little out of the Road and Threed of my 
Diſcourſe, to regrate our Pride and Folly ; In Deſprſing and Underva- 
laing Handy-Craft Trades and Trade/ Mey, o as to diſdain 'to keep com- 
pany; with them, or look upon them, as our Fellow-Cir1zens, far leſs to 
educate and bring up our Children, which have any degree of Capacity, 
of means, to advance theſe xeceſſary (and which we ſhould efteembo- 
nourable) Callings and Employments; And this helps to make «s ſuch dull 

Artiſts. | , 

; is alſo certain, that owr Trades, upon.pretence of their Seals of Cauſ- 
&, and Priviledges, or what- you pleaſe to call them, hinder many qua- 

lfi-d Artiſts, to come in ainong us who might be-of great: uſe 

and no way wrong, their Trade, or private 'gain, but improve 
it; Beſide. that the General Good of the Nation is thereby mightily pre- 

Aged. | | 
- Bur toreturn,to the Anſwer to the ObjeRion; Has not our Manufatories 

of Cloath, Stockings, Wool, and Flax, Cards, Leather, Stirling-Searges, 

Stuffs, Paper, Glaſs White as well as, Green-Hatts &c. Arrived to a 

very vood degree of Perfedtion? And there are in ManufaQuures al- 

ways vaſt Multitudes of Pepple Supported and maintained ; Such as 

Teeſers, Cleaners, C ombers, Spinners, Dyers,, Weavers, Walkers, Hat-Ma- 

kers, Tanmers Curriers Coach-Makers, Skinners, and Multitudes of others 

are neceſſarly employed who otherways would be a burden upon the 

Nation; 'Sothat to ſuffer our Woot to be exported, and our people ſtare 

wing, 15an wnaccountable Evil, and expoſes us to the ſcorn and deri(ion of 

all the Nations about us. And as to our ManufaQtory of Stockings, it is 
every way 'as goodas the Forreign. Nay, in knitting of Stockings, we ex- 
ceed all other Natioris in the World ; For what Nation can produce 
ſuch good Kitt Stockings as are made at Aberdeen? Beſide, that the ſaid 

place affords ſeveral other kinds of good Mool-Manuſattures in Stuffs &c. 

AS to what is Objected, That we have more Moo! than we are able to conſume, 

- Beſide the Wool Imported from other places; which Imported Wool at 
leaſt we ſhould Export, ſeing . Imported Wool wrongs not the Nation: 
when Exported, but rather does advantage it. As tothus its certain, - ir is 
B - a 


( ig) 
the advantage of any Nation to Import and Export (when it can bedane 
withoge los) any ſory'ef gn npel Seing it advances Navigation. 
But rhen its to be conſidered, that if yo vol, Or any other Forreq 
Predat# comerothe Nation, #nd thatthe Tnhabicants be able to Manufa- 
Aureir; Orif they can procure the People of any otherNation tocome in 
| chem,and Manufatereit; It is not the Wiſdom af the Nation 


| toExport it, fill is be purtothe beft avail by ManufaRture: . Bur if our 


Nation have really more Wool, or other Pradut# of thair awn, Or that they 
cen _ from others, rhan is »eceffery, for the. Manufactories ; it. ſh 
no , be-Exported ; yet atthe fame time, we muſt conſider, 19 
what place, leſtirbe carricd toa place, where we may have Sale for. our 
tare, or be prejudged by that Nations making ule of it; for Ma- 
n ies -- For, rather than carry it ro fuch places, better to make any 
ather uſe of it. Nay, ſome Nations, in ſuch a circumſtance, have Burnt 
their Commodiries, - rather than wrong: their Mercat; But if all the Inha» 
bitants of Scorl/and be put to Work, and all wandering Begging People re- 
ſtrained; and employed, we will be, in nofuch dilficrtty diſpoſing ofour 
ann Native Product, and that which we Import of Wool, Lint, &c,' 
Againas to oar Liznex, what vaſt Riches would it bring to us, and how 
many People woutd it Employ, if we would reſtrift our felves to our 
ovn Manufacture of Linwen, not excepting Muſline ? For its certain, ne- 
ceſfity would make us improve our Linnen Maxafacture ;, and, in ſteadof 
| , we might have great multitudes af the Female Sex, Employed in 
#king of Hbie Lee, and Point; which, upon the Encouragement 
2x the Diſcharge of the uſe of F rrejgn Myſtine would afford, would cx- 
treamly Encourage Women of very good Faſhion and Subſtance, to put 
their hand to Work, in making of Lace, Sewipg of Point, and making of 
Fine Linvex, ro Wit Lein and Cambrick, which may be as decent as Mu- 
flare; And we doalſoalready make very good Muſlize of qur own product, 
which we may very wcll be content to uſe withia our Nation. Beſide, 
and which is ever to. be regarded, that if we be thus driven to a neceſlity, 
it, will mightily advaxce owr Gentras, and drive baay our habite of Idlzne/s, 
and Laxieneſs ; and this will, infallibly, takeeffeR : Seing there would 
be Encouragement, to work or own Prodact, for the ſweet of Gain and 


Riches, that would accrue by it ; And would emgage and make: every ane 


epdeauour, Who ſhould outdoe anqther, in making that which ts gogd. 
And here wauld bea fpeciat way of Improving the ſmall Stocks of Poor 

iaa'vs, and Fath:ritfs Children, who, no doubt, in lead. of LoCgng 
ir Money mthe hand of ſome, that oftimes prove Bankrupt, would ra- 
ther employ itin #:9i»g up the Produce, and. keeping at work many Ser- 
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att in their Fariidies abonr it; And fo, in Read of thei being That, 
' Within their own Families, about Vitele Hoaſthold ado,” Would be able tb 


Hire Servants, proportionable tothe Srocks they have, and ftrthern anfl 
their Childrenat Work : And thus the Wages of Servamry would be aup- 
mented: in ſtead of Fave or Six per Cent, which poor Widows nk 

for ther Socks, rhey may ar leaft make 1ex or Twefve; and 


thus every Fomily would become a Manuf attory. 


A ſecond ObjeQtion: Appearsto be'this, That a great pare of the Nart- 
on, that Exports Natrve Produt#, and Import Forreegn ManufatFure, and 
ſells them in rheir Shops ; whereby ſome have purchaſſed great Eſtates, 
would be quite Raines, andall Trade that way would be entirely cat off; 
which would ly moſtheavy upon Coumrey Gentlemer?s Families, wh 
nerally , breed their Children in tharway of Living.” Ta this Objeftion, 
there 1s no weightar all; and ir were {off ſaboxr, to give an Anſwertoir; 
ſeing 'what is already diſcourſed, does ſufficiently rake it off ; It having 
been fully cleared, that it is the Raime-of the Nation, to Export' Native 
Prody#t, and Import Foreign. Mawafactare. lts reathly granted, tharfom 
have made E#ates, by this'wayof Trade; Bur'its as true, that; by th 
Mayxer of it, they have andone many moe; arid the' Younger Brother, the 
Merchaar, by tis Toyes, hath very frequently befoo'd his Elder Bro- 
ther the Laird out of his Eftate.” Burt it were more commendable, in our 
Gentry, breed their Children, to Handy-Crafr-Frades, or to Merehapdire, 
by Rory our Manefailereand Inqporning Materials fit for it; and'they 
might readily make more this way, than the former: at leaſt, People of 
other Nations doo. ' Beſide, all our Shop-krepers can" dectere, thar they _ 
have wore Profite, in ſelling the. Lutle Manwfeiture we have, at preſent, 
thanthey have, by ſelling” Farreign Manefattwre ; and it is impoflible; it 
can be otheewayes. Bur," granting, thar the Forbidding of Forreign Me 
##f4c1 we ſhould encreach upon; and diminifh, the Trade of Private Per- 
foxs, Trading inthe things forbidden ; yet, where can the inſtarice be 
given, that theſe Murmuring, Invidious, private Perſons were indulged; 
80d their private Intereſt-did weigh with: the Wiſdom of any Nation or 
State, to overthrow a Publick National Good ; becauſe hurtful to their pri- 
vats Gain z which yet-cannat fall our in this cafe.” Sei Shop-keepers will 
haye Jeſs hazard and more Profite, in buying owr own Manufature, and 
Retailing it in their Shops, than now they have by bringing Home and 
Rejulog Forreign Manafatare. Ang it is confidently alſerred, the 
pepers 1p Eaomburgh, that have.experimented both, will declare it to 
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A Thizd QbgeQtion,. —_ the Nation, both Merchants and Pri- 
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wate Perſoms, "would have; 'by Diſcherping the Uſing of Firreign Manuf 
"ature, ir ROT As Mi kks Olecenon, I eh Euloaecs- vi oy. 
:ftraig,us fronvf cther Jmpors, there would be. no. need of Diſcharging the 
_ Uſing and. Wearing out," What is within: the'Nation ; but we have, by 
doleful-ex 


experience, found, that our Laws Diſcharging Export of Product, 


and Import of Forreign Manifacture, have been Shamm'd, and Baffled, 
and only Hurtfal to Honeſt-and:gaod Countrey-men; that ' obſerved them: 
whyleothers,: to the Ruineofthe Country;broke 'and trampled upon them: 
even.thoſe, whoſe Station and: Employ. obliged them,to putthem.in Exe- 
cution. viz. Qur Cuſtomers, and their Servants, who have; of late years, 
done, and tothis Hour, to the Reproach of eur Nation, continue to dde 
wore hart, to the Natiop,then perhaps the value of a' Fourch part of it, by 
Suffering | by their Wicked connuance, 'all manner of things Probibite, by 
the Laws to be Exported and\Imporred, and ifa narrow enquiry be made, 
ſome of them, at leaſt will be found,to. be actually concerned, in the Ex- 
port and Import, contrary to Law. | 

. . Becde, that our Nobles and Gentlemen, in their Return, from Abroad, 
have, always had ;forbidden; Goods ; 1-H: nor of their own, yet belong- 
ing totheir Servants, in their Coaches, and among their Bag age, and in 
the parcels belonging to them, which are oftimes carried Freight, from 
Ship-Board, to their | Loageings, without. Survey or Notice; And, by 
this handle, andthe Uneaſineſs to guard the 'Wide dry March, upen the 
Border, the 4ct. of Parliament 18x, | And all our: other Lws, of that 
kind,. have been rendered, of noi effec, and are become »o Laws; a- 
gainſt which, a remedy cannot be found, except, by forbiding the uſe 
of forreies Manufactare, after'a prefixed day. 

. Norcan the Lols, the Nation maybe. at, by forreigs Manufacture: u- 
pon hand, be regarded, to ſtop the Advantage, the Nation- may have, in 
pblidging us: 10 «/e 0ar own wr moved tho they ſhould be oblidg'd, 
tocxportall the Forreign ManutaCture. Beſide, the Parliament, it's like, 
will allow ſome reaſonable time, either: to: wear © out,- or Traxſport, if 
not worgout at the time limited, - what, of Forreigs Manufacture, may 
be, in.the Nation. | Ye WT ETIO Rs 
- A Fourth Objection may be, That,: tho?! Laws were made'to this effect, 
yetthere wouldbe no keeping of them; *For' as they have hitherto. till 
been broke. by Exporting and Importing, ſo Men would Continue to do 
ſtill: And even to Wear Forrejgn Manufacture, in ſtead" of Our own; 
Seing it could not be 4i#tinguiſhed, upon Peoples Fodjes, nor in-their 
Houſes, what wete Forreizn and what not. This Objection, indeed, is 
of great, Import, and will be found, 'to be very hard, to betaken of ; 
and Rules ſet down, fo astopreventit; Yet, for Anſwer, if there ſhall 
- | be 
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be ſevere Laws made againſt Tranſgreſſours,, under the highe# pains, ſuch 
as Forfeiture of the T raxsgreſſours Eſtates, and Baniſhment, or rather than 
Fail, Life itſelf, which 1s nor hard in this Caſe; Seing, by theſe practices, 
many have been bereaved of their Living, and conſequently of their Life : 
-And that all TJzapes, and other Officers, ofthe Law, -be, under thelike 
Penalty, ordered to Execute the Law ; If it it ſhall be found the Tranſ- 

fron was Kyowex, or ſiznified to them ; and that all manner of Proba« 
tio be allowed, by Write, Witneſſes, or Oath of party; and that, to dif- 
cover the neglect of Jugdes, and Officers, there be a Box, like that of the 
:Lords of Seſſions Boxes, to ftand inthe Lobby, without the Privy Council 
Chamber- Door ; wherein Information may be put, againſt any, that ſhall 
be © guilty; And that the Privy Council do, | once a Moneth, 
look thro the ſaid Box, and order the Proſecution, of any, that may 
be | Informed againſt. It is probable, Men will be brought- off their 
41l' practices, and thefe, ' that have the Execution of the Law, be- 
come more exact and, circumſpect. And this ſecret method of > | 
forming ſhould the rather be ordered ; Becauſe, tho* Men know People 
Guilty, yet Fear of being wronged, by the Perſons againſt whom they 
Tnform, or ſome other conſiderations, hinders them to appear puyyckly as * 
Taformers, and own the Informations, * Secondly, It's known, how the Na- 
tion has been Abuſed, -by the Tack/-mezx of the Cuſtoms, at leaſt by their 
Managers; who regard nothing, but how to Profire by their Tack: For 
they take all the ways, per fas & nefas, by Hook and by Crook, to make 
their profite ; and regard none of the Laws, that would hinder it;. As, on 
the other hand, they oftimes #reatch the Law, to come atit: And it were 


* a moſt commendable thing inthe Parliament, to call them tv an account, 


for bygone Miſcarriages, and make them Yomit up their ill got Gain, in 
{ſuffering Prohibite Goods to be Exported and Imported, under the Trick- 
ing denomination of Goods by rhe value, or thelike ſhamm : For noneof the 
Duty of theſe Goods Probib.te, to be Exported, or Imported, can be ſaid, 
to be ſetto them intheir Tack, tho* perhaps, at rhe Iflue, they will crave 
an Abatement, for the ſtoping ofthe Export of Woot, and Import of For- 
'reign Wool Manufactured. | 

© And, to demonſtrate the Miſchief, of the Cufoms being /er in 
Tack ; ' The fame is evident, from the PraQtice, of the Manadgers, of this 
reſent Tack; who hinder all except. their own dear friends, and Relati- 
ons, to trade in Goods forbidden * For, as to honeſt and Good Men, they 
obſerve the Law ; *Byt even the very Manadgers of this Tack do-not 
only Saffer their own * Frien1s, as faid is, but they themſelves, upon 
theit own Account, and: as Merchants do contigually, #ormrhſtanding 
- Sp of 
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. ofthe Prohibition. and their Station, and Contrary to | Cammon-tHHanrfy, 
ib pt and Expert What is forbidden, by the Laws lately revived, 99, 
ofemoty iatimate to them..  Apd, Lately, ſome of them were taken, 

as it were, with the Fang in reid-hand { and which ».cocciully t0 be 


noticed? not after the Ship is cleared, but while Jying in a C/ofſs Ha 
bour, under the inſpeRtion of the Colleffor, at leaſt under the inj- 
ſpeft;on of the Survezer, whoſe Duty it is to Saruwy every Parcel, bo- 
ore it be ſhipped, according to its Ez1ry ;-. And the Waiter ſill to ſtay, 
upon the Ship, ro obſerve, that be earrigg-in, without ' Emtry ; 
Yet there is Parcels-of great Bulk a y Sexxed, Bot in-a Corner of the 
Ship, but even openly, as if the Tack/*m-z and rh&ir Servants, witha 
bare face, reſolved, to Trample upon the Law, and abuſe the Kings Sub 
jitfs. Wherefore it's Poets thew Maſters, the Roje/ Burrows, will en- 
quire into this, whoſe Tuhabxants ſuffer moſt by it; And, nodoube, 
e Parliamest, will thiuk it moſt —_— tor: the good: of the 
Nation, zo make a Narrow Seratiny into the Conduit of their Manad, 
gers, who, without breach of Charity, may be Judged, to have had 
clearer Eyes, to look to their. own private. Advantage, thaa to ihe 
Publck-Cood . of the Burrows; And much leſs to the Exeretion of the 
Laws, Or the Vridity of the Nation. And what is above ſaid will too 
evidently be made appear, by the Produd#4on . of the Cuſtom-Books, of 
each Porr, and a clols Examieation of the Clerks of Cuſtom- Houſes, as to 
| the Faithfullneſs ofthe faids Boats ; And- of their not being, made- up, 
ex poſt fatto, ro meet the Difficulty now ſtarted. As alſo, the Exami. 
nation of Survezers and Watters, of their Knowledge of Export and Ins 
port, declareing their Teſhmony ſhould not militare againit themſelyes, 
or prejudge them, . in their Employ, as to ape Miſcarrigges. And far- 
der, they employ none, to erve them, but uch-.as. they make Slaves to 
rhem ; For Firſt, the Survezers and Wajters muft, right or wrong, do 
2s they command them ; Otherwaysthey prelegtly tura them off; 
And, the truth is, they, eſpecially rhe W aiters, are but poor; And Po- 
verty, being ag Enemy 0 Honeſty, and they heing ſo abſolutely $/eve; 
tothe Tackſ-Mez, they do what they pleaſe, glcho? they be; asto the 
Laws, forbidding Exporz and 1I»yars, the Nations. Servants as well as 
the T ackſmep's, in ſeing, that no Goods go free of Cuſtom, And there- 
fore ifig were declared, that, where any Expert ar Import, farbid 
ſhall be diſcovered, w be exported or Tmporied, contrary tg Lew; that 
ant who ſhall be proven copicious thereot, | ſhould be removed and 
puniſhed asabove; and 
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chear account berter by Collection than by Tack; and 
ſuch Men can be had, if fought for: And thereaſon, why they have not 
been. got formerly, and if the ſame Rules formerly raken were till 
followed, would perhaps never be found; Is, becauſe, that no man, 
tho? otherways never ſo well qualifed,if he want Recommendar ies of forng 


| one orather Great Man of the Government, he is not thought a fir perſon; 


My intens is oor, to Condemn fuch Recommendations, but only hum- 
bly toadviſe, that Great Men would know well, whom they Recom- 
mend, ro theſe or any other place of Truſt; For, its known, that Men, 
tho? none of the beſt Reputation, yet upon the Recommendation of a 
Great Man, has been judged fully qualified, tho' perhaps he had ne 
ather Qualification, 

It. would hkewayes be greatly uſeful to Trade, that the conſiderable 
Cuflem-houſes, in the Kingdom, fuch as Leith, Glaſpow, Dundee, Aberdeen, 
Ianermeſs, Se. had a Cafom-Havſe-Judge, appointed to fit in each Ca- 


! flow-hoafe, the whole Sederuwe Hours ; to decide ſurmarly betwixt the 


King and Subjett, upon any controverſy, which arifes, according to-ihg 
Cuitom of other Natwns: And not be obliged, to come, tor every 
Trifle,” rorhe Thefaury ; which is fo expentive a Court, and ſo tedious, 
that the Remedy is worſe thag the: Diſeaſe. And this Judge, to be 
named by theComvril of Trade, to whom he istobe Anſwerable. Ir be» 
ing certaun ,that Juftice ſhould beadminiſtrate, i» the Gates, of every 
Gy, tpecially un Matters of Fr ade. 

Bur: to conchade. the: Antwer, to the Objeftian, that tho? Laws were 
made, yet they will net be kepr, There is one Advice L have yet to give, 
which, L jxdge,, wilbnot fail] to render the Laws completly Effett wud ; And 
thats, Noblemen, and Gentlemen would Countenance the Obſervance of 
thoſe Laws by their Exemple;, Fer, as our Youth, and others, who Travel 
Abroad, have been che Inttrumencs of much Yaniry and Prodigality, in 
nliog Faorreien Manufatture, and de{pifng-and bringing, in difuſe ous 
awn Natize Produt} and Manrfecture, and thereby provocking the. Nas 
tionto a molt, Pernagiqus Imitatign > Far which, GOD, in his Righre- 
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bileſs, has Aficted us, with 'man ements and rendered-us ver 
—_ Rk So, if theſe N Aan.-or Gentlewen-would, by then 
Example, in making uſe of nothing for their Bodies, and the Bodiesof thoſe 
in their Families and about them and in their Houſes, except our own 
Produ& and Manufacture, and thereby hinder all Unneceſſar Export; It 
would, infallibly, expell the Plague and Diſtemper, which doth univer- 
fally abound of uſing Forreign Manufactwe; Scing that Example-is fre- 
quently more Cogerr then Precept ; and if theſe of Higher Rank would 
give this good Example, as they are bound in Conſcience and Honor todo, 
the Bleſſing 5, of them that are ready to periſh, would come upon them: And the 
Advantages thereby ariſing to their Country and Poor Needy Countrey- 
men; would raiſerothem more Leſtins Honour, and Reputation, than can 
be derived from the Counterfeit Luſtre, of all the gay Apparrel, that 
the Univerſeaffords: Since Greatneſs conſiſts not in Apparrel, but in 
the Excellency of 4 Virtuous and Generous Soul. . And, Therefore, as they 
are Noble and Great in B#rh, and other things, So they areearneſtly en- 
treated, to be Good and Virtuons, in their Exarples and Paterns toothers, 
of Inferior Rank ; andeeven to uſe, at all times, and inallpublick appear- 
ances, ' not the very fineſt of our Manufacture, -but ſometimes to uſe a 
Courſer ſort of it; to ſhame away, from the meaner ſort of People; Ya- 
nity and Proaigality ; which, beſide all the other good things before men- 
tioned, would grearly Advance them 1n Riches and Worldly Wealth. 

Another Objection will be, That this reltraint of uſing Forreign Manu» 
facture, cannot reaſonably be, until we have Manufactories of our own, 
that may ſerve the Kingdom. 

It is Anſwered, Thar, upon the Diſcharge of the uſe of Forreign Manufa- 
cture,every body will beſtirr themſelves to ſerup Manufactories,that may 
be requiſite, ro ſupply the wantof the Forreign ; And, in alittle time, be- 
fore we can be in hazard of ſtrait, the Nation will be in cale to Anſwer all 
the demands, which the people can make,for their accommodation. And 
altho” at firſt, our own Manufacture ſhall not be fo Good, and Cheap;as the 
Forreign, yetit can be noReflexionupon 11s, to ſerve ourſelves with our 
own; tho? not altogether ſo good, -in- all kinds as the Forreigry. Beſide 
that, in alittle time, we will ſurely arrive, if due Encouragement be 
given, tO as good 4 degree, as that of Forreign Manufa&ure; For, it is 
ridiculous, to think, that ManufaQtories any where did, or couldat 
Firſt,” come to - Perfedtion ; And it canindeed no more be. expefted, 
than that a Child New-born ſhould do all things as a Man of perte& 
age': And therefore, as'we are. bound to have Pariexce, and cheriſh 
Children, till they attain to'/igour, to ſerve us, ſo we mult do with 
our 
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our MarefaFories, 2nd not fiiffle them, in the Birth, nor Murder them, 
in their Infancy; Becauſe, nor, ar firſt, Complearly Serviceable. | 
+ "The loft ObjefFion, thar occurs, upon the ary the French wines, and 
Forreigs ManufaQture, is the oſs the Kjng would be at, in His Caſtoms; 
which he cannot wart, being the Ordinary Fund, for Surporting the Go- 
wermment, and defraying the Charge of its Adminiftration. 
* As to which, irs granted, That chis would be a great Diminution, and, 
withour it, or the equivalent, in place of it, che Goverament could ot be 
Supported ; Bur, it is, nodoubt, more the Intere# and Advantape of King, 
and People, that rhefe things ſhould be forbidden, ro be Itnporred, than 
to Continue the Import wes Fund for the Cuſtoms. And Therefore 
the Parliament ſhottid think npon' ſome thing equivalent, for Support of 
the Government ; And whatever way it be given, itis certainly. more the 
* Intereſt and Advantage, both of King and People to comply with it, thea 
faffer thermfelves, to be atterly und-ne, by the Import of the forefaid For- 
_ Merchandtee. 
ut, in the next place, it would be confidered thar the Improvement, of 
ManufaQurees ar Home, is the grear mean, \by which, the Trade, of a 
Nation, is Advenced; by Importing, what is deficient with os, and yet ne- 
ceffar to ow ManafaQtors, and Exportiny what is Manafattared, above 
what we can make ofe of, our felves; which, with ocher Advantages, 
ariſeing from a flouriſhing! Trade, conld not, but in a fhort time, en- 
creaſe the Cuſtoms; And if Prombicions, of what is already many- 
faQured, were ſuch a loſs to rhe Kings Revenue, as is groundleſly ima- 
gined; France ahd other Nations, who carefully regaird their, In. 
zxereſt, would not be Zzalons, in ſuch Prohibitions. 
© I ſhall not inſiſt, on our Produ@, and Manufacture of Hervings and 
White-Fiſh, and rhe like, tharonr Coafts arefull off, and which iranger 
Nations make vaſt Riches by ; The fame is of tuch Contequence,and' 
the Riches, that might accrue thereby, fo very confiderable, that it is 
2 wonder, the Nation has tt it flipour of their Hands, and fall intothe 
Hands of Strangers. Which wilt be hard, to recover, tothat degree, 
thacit might have been bronghr'to, ar the Beginning : Bur fhall only 
fay, it were one of the beft peices of 'otir' Virrue, 'ro carry onthat Trade, 
if we c2n ſccare # Marker,for thern abroad, which,now by the Exa& Dili- 
ence, of Neighbour Natjons, ſeems, ro be raken our of our Hand : And, 
fore; peins ſhonld be raken, ro recover a Mercat for them : And then 
ſerabour the buſineſs, whereby a great many Sea-men might be bred. But, 
ts Diſcourſe, at kength, and ſhew the Advantage of the Product of this Ma- 


aufaQure would fwelt this to a Wig Volwmn, than is intended. 
IWF . | And 
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_ And asit is the Indiſpesſible neceſſity, of the Nation, to /et ap and Encour- 
age ManufaQories, to.Mantaine the Poor , So, it fhould be no leſstheircon- 
ecrn, to | riagren our Plantations in America, withthe outmoſt Vigour:-Se- 
ing the {ame would be a moſt proper place, and better than any place in 
Europe, for the Conſumpt of our ManufaQtories; Our ManufaQtory being 
more adapted, to the Service of theſe Countries, then the ManufaQory of 
any other Nation, in Ewrope : And, the truth is, our ManufaQories, with- 
out a Plantation, to Conſume them, will come tono great account; Seing 
all places, in Exrope, either have ManufaQtories of their own or have ſup- 
plies fromother places; which ſhould make us, with the more Diligence, 
endeavour to have a Plantation, for the Conſumpt, of what we ſhall have 
of ManutaCture, more than ſerves our. ſelves: And chis is all, I ſhall ay, 
of. that marter, | 
There isanother thing, in Relation to our. Manufactories, thar had 

much need to be helped, and, for which, we have ſome Laws already 
made; And, thatis, to have our Weavers, Cowpers and other Tradeſmen, 
obliged,to make our Cloaths,of an equatlength and breadth, and of one and 
the'fame Teary, and not, as they have been uſed todo, tomake oneend of 
Round earn ;; and. the other of {mull Tearn, and one'end thicker, than anos» 
ther, and oftimes putting the beſt and finelt end withour, As alſo that our 
Cask of Salmond, Herrings, &c. be of acertain meaſure. We have by thir 
Tricks renderedall our Manufacture Abroad very ſuſpicious,and our Manu- 
facture have not the Credit,in Forreign Mercats, astheſe of other Nations, 
through the foreſaid 4buſc; which ſhould be carefully and effectually help- 
ed: Burall, that ſhould execute the Laws, neglect them: And this has 
brought upon us, the My/ery, we now ly under, and make us Conrtemprible, 
. Having thus, fully, cleared the neceflity and advantage of diſcharging 
the Expor:, of our Native Prodytt, till firſt Manufacture, and the . Import; 
of Wines,and Forreign Manufacture: And Anſwered all the Objections,that 
can rationally be brought againſt the ſame, It remains, robe d/courſed por, 
How the Product of the. Nation, to be reſtrained to be Exported, and the 
Product of other 'Nations Imported, ſhall be made uſe of,and Manufatured 
and who ſhall be the cerſpns, that will undertake to Colle, andgather toge= 
ther che wandring and begging Poor,and Maintain them, in.Loag ing V/1ctu= 
als and other Neceſſaries, and putthem,to Work,and where the Fad {hall: 
be got, roaccomphſh this Undertaking. 

| In order, to clear this matter; . F:rft, it's to be confidered, that there 
being Laws, appointing every Paroch, to maintain its, own Poor, and 
ſtent themſelves, for- that end; Which was afterward altered, and; the; 
Burrows ordained, to ere&t Hoſpitals, and. tro gather 3he-adjacent; Para 
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and put theni thefein, It is humbly ' propoſed, - that the. whole poor. of 
the Nation, : ſhould be liſted; and notice taken, of their Age, Heelchz 
and Infirmirties. 
2/y, Ir is to be conſidered, the ſaid poor are to get no. wages but 
meerly Meat and Cloath, 
 34ly, That the Royal Burrows are generally in a great decay; many 
conſiderable Fabricks, within them, being walte, and without Inhabt. 
tants, and deſtitute of Trade, or repair, o A 
From which Conſiderations, Ir were fit, that the Number of the poo 
were divided, amongſt the Royal Burrows according to their reſpec- 
tive Stents; Or as thev ſhall otherways accord among themſelves ; 
And that they ſhould employ the waſte Lodgeings and Dwellings 
within .their reſpeive Burghs, for the Uſe and Accommodation of rheir- 
reipettive Dividends, of the poor, and for Work-Houſes, to them. 
2aly. That the poor of every Burgh, {hoald be employed in one kind and 
Species of Manufacture, and no more; As, for Example, a Burgh 
that makes Cloath, to make nothing elle; a Burgh thar makes Seax+; 
ges, to makenothing elſe; A burgh that makes Camblets, to make ngs. 
thing elſe; A burgh that makes Linnen, to make ſuch a Species and- 
kind of Linnen, and nothing but that kind and Species: And fo furth 
&c: Which Method,of reſtricting to one Species, would make the ſeve-: 
ral ManufaQtories, very expert in each kind; Seing the makeing one 
thing over again may improve the firſt, and the third the ſecond, and; 
ſoforth the oftnerit is repeated, The ' Artiſts may, nodoubt, do itgra- 
dually better and better. 3d/y. That the ſeveral kinds of Manutac- 
tures, be poſted in ſuch Burghs, and places of the Country as may be 
' moſt commodious, for carrying them on. 44y, That the reſpe&ive 
Burghs ſhould have the whole Wool, Skins, Lint, &c: Divided a- 
mongſt them, in ſuch Proportions, as they have of poor; And agree- 
able tothe Nature and Kind of their reſpective Manufactures. . 54 
That each Burgh ſhould procure good Artiſts and Tradeſ-Men, to in- 
ſtruct and teach their reſpective poor people in the Manufactories they 
ſhall take themſelves to; And that there be Overſeers, one for. Males 
another for Females, in every Hoſpital, to inſpect their Manners and 
Work: And where any ſhall be Lazie and Idle, ro force them to 
work;, according to their Ability, by chaſtiſement. 6/y. That the: 
Magiſtrates, of the reſpective Burghs, ſhould weekly, by ſome of their 
Number, viſite rheſaid Hoſpitals and hear their Complaints, and re&ify 
all Diſorders, and ſee, that the. poor be well accomodate, in Victuals 
— Cloaths and' other neceſſaries. And ſeing the poor are toget no Wages, 
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but meerly Entertainment, its certain, the RoyaſBurghs,' that ereft ' this 
Hoſpitals, and keep thir poor, muſt, in a lirtle time, become: very rich 
by their Labour. Beſide, that the Inhabitants , of the faid Burghs, 
and Tradeſ-men witbin the fame will be greatly enriched; by the re- 
ſort of people to thefe Magazines, toſupply all the remoter Parts ofthe 
Country, with what is Manufactured in theſe reſpective Burghs. 
And, therefore, they ſhould be very careful, of the poor, that they be 
not exacted upon, by ſevere Task- Maſters, or be not wronged in their 
Subſiſtance, and Cloathing. And as this, with the Manufacture of pri. 
vate Perſons, and Families, and Execution of the Laws, againſt the 
Import of Forreign Manufacture, would fully conſume all our Native 
Product, and what Product we may Import from other places, and fo 
remove the fears of Loſs, and a low price, that the Proprietors of our 
Product of Wool &c. Apprehend. So, this is a far betrer way, to 
raiſe up Bwghs, ſunk in Debt, then having a ſhare of the Tack of 
the profice of the Cuſtoms, or even the Ponerves it (elf, of two Pexnies 
upon the pint; Far by ſuch ways, and Means, it is, that all: the 
Bueghs and Toans; in all other Nations' in the World, come to be rieh, 
and” Opulent: And where ſuch Virtue, and Induſtry, is wanting, 
where can the Inſtance be given, that a I or Toup, in any place 
of the World, is ofany Conlideratich. And /aftly, rhe Execution, of 
theſe good Overtures, ſhuuld be commited, either 10 the ſtanding 
Council, of Trade, or a ſpecial Commiſſion, for this very purpofe. 

-It will be readily ſaid; chat tho' what. is propoſed, be the Practice of 
all flouriſhing Cirys, and Touns in other places, and tho? the Method 
propoſed be prafticable, and might be pur in execution by the Byrghs 
of Scotland ; Yet the Propolal, tho' demonſtrate, to be mott advantas 
geous, is, tothem, impracticable, they «ye eee men, without hands, 
that cannot take hold of itz Becaulc, of « poverty and” ruinous 


Candition. 
- This Objeftion feems to be the hardeft pare to be reſolved, in what is 
projected to the Royal Burrows, Yet, for Aptwer, to this Qbjection. 
Fixft, where the Common-Stock of Burghs is ipfufficient;, wr' the Pros 
ject; it were the Intereſt of the Inhabirants,-and.-Land-Lords, 'within 
the Burgh, and even Neighbours, that dwell pear to the faid Burghs, 
to aſſiſt rheſe invalide Burghs, to take their proportion ; Becauſo ir 
might be to yheir private Advantage, as welt as co the publick good, 
of the Burgh, * 24, If we ſhould ſuppaſe the” haill-Burghs, of Sarhwe, 
as well as one here or there, to be incagable, 16 capry; on their Manufacs 
torigs, and thergin conveen and employ the poor, Yer it iy: the Latereft, of 
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the Nation, that the ame be done, tho? it ſhould not be done, by the 
Royal Burrows, nor private perſons ; which, upen Ms eons of forbid- 
ding Export and Import as above, c2n never fail to be ſer about by chem. 
But I fay,tho” nejther the Purrows ncr private perſons, ſhould do it,it ische' 
Intereſt, of the Nation, that the forſaid Commiſion be granted,for fo 
great, andeſo good a Work. | : "ae 
| If it were agrecabl:, * to Religion and Convenieney, that Men kepe 
an account, of the Expences cfrheir Charity,it would be found, rhat'the 
Expences, of maintaining the poor,even to ihele, rhat pay Ceſs, caſtirg 
the liberal and the churliſh together, without reckoning upon rhe Cha- 
rity of theſe that pay no Ceſs,far exceeds Six' Monerhs Cefs per Annan; 
And yer, it's certain,that little more than Twelve Moneths Ceſs would be 
a Fund to gather allthe poor together, and maintain ther, and buy necef- 
ſaries, to put them ro work ; Whereby they would, in the ſpace of /e- 
ven Years, be able to reimburſe the Advance and have a Ford, for all 
time thereafter,and become the wealth of the Nation. 

And, its hoped, that rhe Arriſts and Trade/-m-n, of the Nation, will 
make Application, tothe Farliament. or the Commiſſion, to be, by them, 
appointed, for advanceing, Trade and Manufaitwres, and Emploving of 
the Poor; and, for thas end, that the ſeveral Corporations ſhould meer by 
themſelves, and Conſider, how far every Corporation can afhiſt in the 
matter, and give iy Propoſals accordingly. | 

And thus, in my Apprehenſion, and according to my Ability,I have 
demonſtrate, to the Nation ; it's inevizable Raire, by continueing Trade 
with France, and by the Import of Forreign ManufaQture; And, next, I 
have ſhown the Reaſon of the Grouth, of our poverty and poor People, 
by Export of our own Native ProduQt, and uſing of Forrejgx ManufaQure: 
and, wherein I have come ſhort, or amin a miſtake, I earneſtly entrear, 
tht thoſe of better Underſtanding, and more capable, may not neglect 
to ſupply, what is wanting,and offer it, tothe Parizament, that they may 
Conſider it. | hs 

And now to Cbnclude all, Ir is hurebly Expected, That His Maje/ties 
High Commiſſioner, And the Honourable Members of Parliament, would 
ſeriouſly Conſider, the whole matter aboverepreſented, with dil;gent Ap- 
plication; and Judge, whether or noe, the above Diſcourſe be ſcatonable: 
And if the Subject be not moſt worthy of their ſerious Reflexion, where- 
in as Job Expoſtulates in the firſt four Verſes of the 26. Chap. I wiſh, 
that all and every one of them,may help thoſe that are without Power,and 
ſave them thar have not Strength; and give Counſel to them that want 


Wiſdom, and not ſcantly, bur, as Job requires, plentifully declare things , 


as they are; and that the Spirit of the Nation, may come from them, tor 
| the 
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the repreſſing of Yice, Idleneſs 2nd Wickedwe/s, and the Encourapeing of 
wy and/ irtwe.; And this would bring great Peace, and Tris ailir 
to all in Truft, that heartily and Cheerfully go on, to diſcharge the Du- 
ties, that belong to their Stations, tor the good, of the Nation, in gene- 
ral, and ofevery particular place, they repreſent and ſerve, laying aſide 
all Factions and Parries, and forbearing to follow any Patron or Party 
further, then God and their Conſcience ſhall directthem. of 

" And this Courſe, would in my Opinios,be a way,in part,to Anſwer, what 
the Nation have been Faſting and Praying for, viz. That ſome way may 
be found out, to Maintzin the Poor, and put them to Work, and to 
keep them from 1dleneſs, and advance the Trade of the Nation. 
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